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School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting from November 29, 2021 
 
 

 
The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, November 29, 
2021, at 3:30 p.m., in the Media Center at Daviess County High School.  Present were: Stephen 
Hall, Angela Hardaway, Chad Askins, Allie Head, Jimmie Evans, Lori Brubaker and Sam Smith. 
Mr. Matt Mason called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Mr. Mason presented the Agenda for review.  A motion to approve the Agenda was made by 
Jimmie Evans and seconded by Angela Hardaway. Consensus was reached.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion to approve the Minutes from the October 25 meeting was made by Angela Hardaway 
and seconded by Chad Askins. Consensus was reached.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Any questions regarding school finances should be directed to Principal Matt Mason or our 
bookkeeper, Sherri Walden. 
 
 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT & INSTRUCTION 

 A nationally acclaimed speaker visited DCHS today to talk to our student body about the 
effects of drugs, alcohol and vaping. The students were very respectful and responsive to 
the message. The speaker is visiting all area high schools and middle schools. Thank you 
to Mr. Lance Blue and Mrs. Megan Nicodemus for making this happen. 

 DCPS has purchased Bark for our district. Bark alerts school administration to any 
mention of drugs, alcohol, vaping, self-harm, etc. on school computers so that staff can 
address the issue. 

 Mr. Matt Mason presented the idea of reviewing our school schedule. With concerns due 
to COVID putting students behind, the block schedule adds a natural gap in learning. For 
example, if a student has their required math course the first semester of 2021 but second 
semester of the 2022-2023 school year, they could potentially go from December 2021 to 
January 2023 without a math class. AP testing also cuts into the second semester. Mr. 
Mason has looked at many schedules at several schools but wants to ensure that we are 
doing what is best for DCHS students. Sam Smith asked the benefits of the current 
schedule. Mr. Mason says that all schedules have pros and cons. He wants to bring the 
concerns to the curriculum committee and allow them to weigh all options. 

 Jason Powers was present to further discuss the dress code change proposal. The 4 
proposed changes were given teacher representatives who then shared it with teachers 
prior to this meeting. Jason opened the floor for questions and discussion on the topic. 
The questions and conversation regarding dress code changes are below. 
 



o Proposed change 1 – Shorts and skirts must be at least 3 inches past the bottom. 
o Jimmie Evans asked how the committee came to the 3 inch rule for shorts and 

skirts. Mr. Powers explained that the current rule only allows shorts and skirts that 
are 1 inch longer than fingertip length. He went on to say that shorts and skirts of 
this length do not align with current styles and every person has a different 
“fingertip length” when arms are to their sides. This leads to different lengths 
being allowed for different people. The 3 inch guideline comes from the Nike 
running shorts that are popular among students. They are advertised to have a 3 
inch inseam. Jimmie responded that fingertip length is easier to manage for 
administration and teachers who will have to enforce rules because it gives a 
visual gauge instead of having to measure 3 inches. Lori Brubaker added that she 
feels that fingertip length is classier than allowing the 3 inch shorts and skirts. 
Teacher representatives agreed that the biggest concern from DCHS teachers who 
reviewed the proposal was the length of shorts and skirts that could be allowed. 
Even shorts that are 3 inches when standing can ride up to be much shorter when 
seated. Teachers and parent representatives present all agreed that they would be 
more comfortable with amending the current dress code to allow shorts/skirts that 
are fingertip length rather than “3 inches past the bottom” as the proposal reads. 

o Proposed change 2 – Jeans may be worn with holes at least 3 inches past the 
bottom 

o Lori Brubaker mentioned that holes in jeans are only currently allowed at the knee 
and below. Jason explained that this rule will need to be consistent with the 
short/skirt length rule. This means that holes would only be allowed at fingertip 
length or below based on the suggestions from the ongoing conversation 
regarding allowed short/skirt length.  

o Proposed change 3 – Leggings may be worn; shirt not required to cover the 
bottom. 

o Jimmie Evans asked why this issue is being considered. Jason explained that 
leggings are currently allowed but not without a shirt covering their bottom. The 
proposal allows students to wear leggings without a long top. Angela Hardaway 
repeats her concerns from last meeting that not all leggings are made of the same 
quality material. Some leggings become see-through as they are washed/worn or 
when the person wearing them bends over and the fabric is stretched. Lori 
Brubaker suggests that the wording to include that leggings must be opaque. All 
council members agree. 

o Proposed change 4 – Hats may be worn by students. 
o Hats have been allowed this school year with few issues. Stephen Hall asked that 

a line be added stating that teachers have the authority to ask students to remove 
hats in their classroom. Angela Hardaway and Chad Askins agree. 

o Other concerns that were addressed during the dress code conversation were 
about the strap requirement on tops. The proposed dress code diagram shows a 
student in a tank top. Teachers ask that a strap requirement be added so that 
camisoles cannot be worn as tops. Angela Hardaway and Allie Head suggested a 
3 finger width guideline. Lori Brubaker agreed that this was a good idea, saying 
that it should be more easily managed and measured. She went on to say that as a 
member of the dress code committee, she got input from female students wanting 



the ability to wear sleeveless tops, not strapless or tanks and this would 
accommodate that request. Jason Powers will take this discussion back to the 
dress code committee to reword the proposal and address the council again in 
January, 2022. Stephen Hall asked that the committee create pictures or visuals to 
be shared on the news so students understand the changes if the proposals pass. 
 

GOOD NEWS 
 DCPS moved middle and high schools to a “mask optional” status beginning today. 
 FRYSC and Steered Straight are hosting a parent event for all DCPS caregivers in the 

DCHS Auditorium tomorrow from 5-7pm. Steered Straight educates students and parents 
on the dangers of adolescent drug and alcohol use. 

 71 seats were filled by sophomores and juniors to take the PSAT on October 26th at 
DCHS. 

 The DCHS Academic team competed against Apollo in the third Pennyrile meet on 
November 15.  Both quick recall teams won, with varsity's score being 34-7 and JV's 
score being 15-4.   Written assessment results will be announced after the fourth and final 
meet. 

 The Performing Arts Department will present The Addams Family musical Thursday and 
Friday, December 2nd and 3rd at 7:00pm. 
 

STUDENT COMMUNICATION 
 Sam Smith has received comments from students saying they’d prefer to have an indoor 

prom instead of an outdoor prom. Mr. Mason responded that the reason for the outdoor 
prom stemmed from COVID guidelines. More students were able to attend an outdoor 
event versus an indoor event. Prom has been scheduled for April 30, 2022. Location of 
the dance will depend on the COVID guidelines in place at that time.  

 Sam recently came back from an educational summit and was excited to share that there 
are bills in progress to allow excused mental health days for students. 

 Nickel Wars starts next week. DCHS Student Council has a goal of $5,000 they hope to 
collect. 

 
TEACHER COMMUNICATION 

 Angela Hardaway relays from teachers that they like the 3:15pm release for all students. 
Staggered release started with COVID and they’re happy to return to some normal 
procedures. 

 Mr. Mason shared earlier today that ACT testing days have been approved NTI days for 
freshmen and seniors. Only sophomores and juniors will be in the building but all 
students will be able to attend school virtually. 
 

PARENT COMMUNICATION 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Chris Mewes commented regarding Matt Mason’s discussion on revising the school schedule. 
Mr. Mewes feels that “the best thing juniors and seniors can do during high school is take college 
classes at OCTC.” 



 
PRIOR MEETING CONCERNS & FOLLOW UP 
None. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
None. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next DCHS SBDM meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 31, 2022 at 3:30 p.m., in the 
DCHS Media Center. 
 
ADJOURN  
A motion to adjourn at 4:33 p.m. was made by Jimmie Evans and seconded by Angela 
Hardaway. Consensus was reached.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Meredith Wilkerson, Recording Secretary  
 


